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CALPE WARD OPENS AT ST BERNARD’S 
  

Following an assessment of the serious pressure on GHA bed resources by 
elderly occupants and on the timeframe to deliver the Dementia Facility, the new 
Government has commissioned 18 additional bed spaces from the GHA for 
operation by the Care Agency. 
  
The GHA has completed an accelerated period of renovation based on the 
advice of Care Agency professionals and the Calpe Ward facility at St Bernard’s 
Hospital was handed over for occupancy last week. 
  
In the interim, the Care Agency completed the recruitment of the additional staff 
required for this new facility and the ward accepted its first residents on Sunday 
26th February.  The transition of residents from other wards in the hospital will be 
phased throughout this week. 
  
The residents were selected from those who were medically discharged from St 
Bernard’s Hospital and who were professionally assessed as needing on-going  
care in the Care Agency. 
  
“I am delighted with the speed at which this very serious problem was addressed 
by the respective teams from the Care Agency and the GHA.  They have worked 
very well together delivering the project in record time” said Minister John Cortes. 
  
Samantha Sacramento, Minister for Equality and Social Services noted; “The 
collaboration between the two agencies has yielded an excellent temporary 
solution to a very difficult problem”, and added “the two Ministries will continue to 
collaborate on many ventures of mutual interest including an evaluation to 
assess the requirements for domiciliary care.  Furthermore, both Ministers will 
have initiated a GHA / Care Agency team of professionals to carry out an 
examination of the elements needed for a Dementia Strategy and collaboration 
on the operation of the New Alzheimer’s and Dementia Unit  and Mental Health 
Facilities at the Royal Naval Hospital Site”.  Ministers Dr John Cortes and Ms 
Samantha Sacramento commended their staff for their efforts noting a new 
energy, a spirit of optimism and collaboration throughout this project. 
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